Transcript: Regi Stone’s Introduction of Experience Worship
Experience Worship Launch, June 4", 2007

Good evening and welcome. Thank you so much for coming out tonight. | hope your experience has been
great so far. | watched some of you over by the chocolate and caramel dipping sauce, so | know you've had a
great time.

I'd like to mention several people who have helped make this evening not only possible but an enjoyable time.
| want to thank every volunteer who has been here for most of the day helping with loading in and setting up -
Tom Adams and crew and so many others. Thanks to all the greeters who have had smiles on their faces all
night. My wife, Kimberlee, thanks for your encouragement. This afternoon | stood by the art walls in the back
and viewed all the artwork. Thanks to every writer, photographer and artist who loaned us your works for this
evening. | appreciate you for sharing your gift with us. Finally, without these three individuals this evening
would not have happened. Lea Collins, Audra and Justin Harvey make up abrasivelnk and they have worked
tirelessly to make Experience Worship become a reality. From my heart, thank you.

By now you have a pretty good idea of what Experience Worship is, what we care about, and why we exist.
Every single element in this room communicates Experience Worship: the food, the art displays, all the words
our values and the quotes on the tables and posters, the sand tables, and my favorite - the finger painting
wall. Experiencing something is much more effective than just being told about it and since you've already
experienced who we are, | won't spend much time restating everything.

Tonight we wanted to immerse you in an atmosphere of touchable and edible experiences because that’s what
Experience Worship is all about: making worship a reachable, attainable part of everyday life. We are not
about creating an emotional experience for people during a worship service but rather expanding worship
from the typical church service context and bringing it into the nitty-gritty of normal, everyday life.

Everyone here knows that life is an experience but did you know that not many people really know deep in
their heart that worship is just the same, that the experiences of our lives are the primary ways we were meant
to worship? We like to say that sometimes your feet get wet, sometimes your hands get dirty, and when that
happens, that becomes part of the experience of worship. Experience Worship is about helping believers
become truly aware that the presence of God is right where we are...doing the dishes, playing in the sandbox
with our kids and driving in our cars.

For the past couple years | have scratched out ideas on legal pads, typed thousands of words and sent
hundreds of emails with thoughts on Experience Worship. I've written Experience Worship in all caps, in cursive
and so on but the fact is for so long | unintentionally defined worship as a time of corporate singing during a
church service. As | began to investigate this word “worship”, | came to realize that the Biblical principles and
commands related to worship are so much broader than the musical context. Biblical worship is an integrated
part of everyday life. Worship is the response of grateful and humble people to the living God where sacrificial
service, praise, profession, testimony and gratitude are feely expressed in many different ways. This definition
is much richer than our corporate singing for 20 minutes each week.

Two years ago someone in this room told me they didn't feel like they “did” worship very well. | haven't been
able to forget that statement. It's one of the primary reasons Experience Worship exists. That individual loves
and serves God and has a vibrant relationship with Jesus. But since they dont consider themselves a singer
and because they aren't really musical they don’t see how to participate in corporate worship services.

| deeply admire the honesty in that statement. From my years as a musical worship leader | know that more
people feel like they can’t do worship well than people who feel like they can do worship well. Everyone in this
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room would argue that worship is not about the song but it's very hard to find people who even talk about
worship non-musically, let alone places where there are nonmusical expressions of worship that are actually
identified as being expressions of worship.

We all know that worship is what we were made for - but what does that really, truly mean? Church services
certainly aren't what we were made for and singing isn't going to be the only thing we will do in eternity.
Everything about being human and how God made life to work tells us that.

So why has worship become equated with singing certain songs? What can we do to expand that definition?
How can we make worship the palpable, reachable, understandable part of everyday life that God created us
to live, to experience?

Our lives are certainly the answer to that question, which means it will look differently in everyone. | have asked
a few people to share about how they have made worship a tangible, practical part of their lives.

NOTE: Due to technical issues, the stories were not recorded and we are unfortunately unable to
recreate them. Regi interviewed Bill Leone, Colleen Hollis, and Lez Hastings regarding some of their
expressions of worship. Bill is a doctor and spends a lot of energy and money helping local orphans.
Colleen and her husband Chris founded a nonprofit organization that helps orphans in Russia. Lez
works with YWAM in L.A. serving inner city youth. All three shared about what they do and why they
do it along with some of their perspectives on worship. It was an incredible part of the evening and we
sincerely regret that we don't have their stories available in the transcript.

Bill, Colleen and Lez didn't share because they've found the ultimate secret of the right way to worship. They
shared because they have learned ways to live worship. | had them share because they are living examples of
worship in ways that I'm not. Music is my main expression of worship because it's my gifting, it's my calling and
enjoyable for me at my deepest level. It's even my career because it's so much a part of who | am. But | know
that music isn't what makes it worship, and | know musical worship isn't enough by itself. I'm learning to be
more of a giver. Bill is a great example of how to do that and do it well. I'm learning to be better at practically
reaching out to people in need. I'm learning to be a better husband, father and friend because | realize that
those are vitally important aspects of worship.

Experience Worship is an organization entirely focused on people, relationships and relating to God on very

real, iractical and iersonal levels. Exierience Worshii will become a home for many styles, genres, and
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